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noble and wealthy niece of Richelieu, Marie Madeleine
de Wignerod, Marquise de Combalet, and by the grace
of her uncle, Duchesse d'Aiguillon. Dowered, in the
words of Flechier, with "all the graces of body and
mind/' the good and pious duchess employed her for-
tune in the relief of human miseries and advanced
upon the path of perfection under the guidance of
Monsieur Vincent himself. This fortunate influence was
not unconnected with the interest that Madame
d'Aiguillon suddenly showed in the work of Canadian
missions and in the decision that she took to found a
hospital at Quebec.

At that period one of the oldest and most cele-
brated orders of nursing sisters was that of the Augus-
tines, better known as the Daughters of Mercy. They
administered a great number of hospitals one of which
was at Dieppe. The Sisters at Dieppe, who worked in
harmony with the Jesuits, had read the first Relations
with enthusiasm because one of the authors, Father
Le Jeune, expressed therein the wish to see in New
France a "convent similar to the one at Dieppe." Thus,
when the Duchesse d'Aiguillon asked them to found a
hospital at Quebec the nuns accepted with no hesita-
tion. All of them were anxious to depart for Canada;
but once the land had been bought and financial aid
assured by Richelieu's niece, a choice had to be made
among them. It fell on three who were to go to New
France there to spread "this charity of the Sisters"
which in the words of Father Le Jeune was expected to
do more "for the conversion of the Indians than all the
other works and all the other words of the mis-

sionaries."

About the same time, in the heart of the "garden of